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In the Series of Saddening 

Mine Incidents 



The thousands of mine 
incidents that occur in war- 
torn Afghanistan add 
another effect of 
bereavement to the old ones 
and thus increase the 
number of those killed or 
maimed. 
Any mine incident is 
followed by great anguish 
and embraces tragedy. 
, On e of A TC 's min e 
clearance teams is eye- 
witness to the following 
evtnt in Padkhab-e-Shana 
village ofLogar province. 
Summary of that event is 
hereby recorded to form a 
^memoir. 



It was early dawn of the 
last days of December 
1 993, when deminers of 
the ATC's Team # 6 
were getting ready to go to 
the local mosque for the 
mornfrtg collective prayers, 
when a youth was seen 
running , towards the 
KandaHan-bridge, which 
was located next to the site 
where the team resided. 
The youth was requesting 
immediate help for the 
Fescue of his colleagues 
who were badly entrapped 
in a minefield in the nearby 
desert. 

A brother of the youth was 
among the entrapped while 
two of their companions 
were severely injured by a 
mine blast. This mishap took 
place in Pad Khab-e-Shana 
district of Logar Province. 



The three unfortunate 
beings were travelling 
through this area on 
personal business. One of 
them stepped on an 
antipersonnel mine and was 
killed on the spot. His 
friend, who stroved to reach 
htm aJso stepped on a 
simrtar nr^inf anit \^% His 
leg. The ##d man of the 
group was crying for help 
bttt becaus'e 0f the fear of 
%ines s u r ro u n d i ng him 
could not take even one step 
forward. . > 

An armed group who heard 
the screams of these 
innocent people rushed to 
their help but were warned 
by the youth to be careful of 
the mines in their 
immediate surrounding. As 
the group had no means to 
handle mines they out of 
necessity returned to the 
village for help. The 
villagers took a tcuck and 
rushed to the help of the 
victims. Despite the 
darkness of the night they 
hurried to get to the scene 
to give whatever help they 
could but unluckily another 
mine blast burst a rear tyre 
of the truck and thus faUed 
the rescue plan. 

Heavy rain started pouring 
adding more confusion as 
the darkness of the night 
spread with little that 
could be done to help the 
poor victims. 

During this confusion a 
voice rose from the erowd 
saying " God willing 



mine clearance team would 
help us." 

Then they came to ATC 
camp asking for help and 
explained the situation. The 
youth whose brother was 
entrapped was so scared and 
signs of grief were evident 
from his physiognomy and 
was ptading for hetp. 

I assured him of all possible 
assistance because ^it was 
our duty. An Assistant of 
the demining team and two 
deminers were assigned to 
go to the place of incident 
to provide necessary relief. 

On reaching the site our 
champion deminers 
carefully and cautiously 
opened a two-meter wide 
line to the spot. During this 
operation they discovered 
three ^ PMN type 
antipersonnel min#. • 

Finally the martyred person 
along with the two 
severely hurt m&re removed 
from th% minefield. ' 

The next day when I and 
many of my colleagues 
went to the village to pray 

for the deceased we were 
well received. The villagers 
expressed gratitude for the 
help given by us and we 
again explained to them that 
we were in service of not 
only a certain community 
but rather in the service of 
humanity. 
Reported by: - 
Ahmad Rasool 

an ex-Team Leader of the A TC 
Demining Team # 6 
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c) Paghman district: 

In Dare-i-Pashayi area of the district 
700 sq m agricultural land was cleared 
of 

40 AP existing mines. The land is now 
safe for cultivation. 

d) Shakar Dara district: 

At Kariz-e-Mir, Kochkin and Sey Aab 
villages of the district 
20 AP mines and 

1 1 items ol UXO were discovered and 
dcsiro) ed during demining operations 
in 

10.4f-i5 sq m agricultural land and 
1 S,5 1 1 sq m residential area. 

e) Kalakan district: 

At Mushwani-e-Ulya village 
1 ,066 sq m agricultural land was made 
safe after discovering and destroying 
5 items of UXO in that land. 




The Qala-i-Qazi Canal 



Qida-i-Qazi area in the vicinity of 
Kabul city was faced with serious 
mine prohleins . 

The /22(S meter-long and 
lO-meter wide minefield in which a 
suh-lerranean irrigation canal is 
locdied was cleared of mines by 
the A rc Mine Clearance Team # 9 
in Max 1997. 

The I'eam started work on this 
minefield on 30 April and after 
fifteen days the task was completly 
cleared and put at tfie disposal of 
I he local people on May 15, 1997. 

During demining operations 
10 Anti personnel mines were 
discovered and destroyed in the 
(uea. "" ' 

The pictures show different 
demining stages. In the last stage 
the residents of the area are seen 
utilizing the canal. 
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the Conference. Among them were the following- ■ 
respectable personalities: 

*Dr.LaiTy Saiers, Director of Strategic 
PlaHniiig-^nd Programs, RONCO Consulting 

rx)rporation , - 

■ Dennis C. Barlow, Director of Humanitarian 
Hcmining Information Center, James 
" Madison University, 
*Harr^'W (Hap) Hambric, Humanitarian 
Demining Pr<>}ect Leader, U.S. Army CBCOM 
RDHC ■ y r . , ■ ■ y \ 

*l'rof. Dr. ].{.. van Genderen, Di^?artment of 
. . l:arih Resources Surveys, ITC 

. "Robert J. Donnelly, Project Manager, UXB 
International, Inc - 
*Tim McGregor. International Director 



*Linda GaspareflO, Assoclalse idi^. White 

House Weekly. 
In addition, Mr. Martin Uram, Project Manager of 
Concept Engineering Group, Inc. introduced the 
Air-Spade TM Supersonic Air Jet Soil Removal 
for Mine Recovery. This special machine, tising 
a controlled supersonic air blast, removes dust 
and exposes mine for recovery. The machine 
attracted great attention of ATC's Director as 
most mine incidents take place at the time of 
breaking hard packed soil and during prodding. 
Of course, ustog this machine vyill reduce these 
incidents to a great extent. . - 
On his return to Peshawar Mr.Eblagh evaluated 
the Brussels Conference and found it to be very 
beneficial and valuable. ■. . 



Siimmflrpfthe^TCMii'itiej in June 1997 



ATC is a nonpolitical nonprofit 
organization solely responsible 
for clearing our beloved country, 
Afghanistan, xrfiiiiiief and 
iii^jqjIoded^HEance. Over one 
thpusaiit^t^o hundred Afghans 
wtthi n the framework of this 
organization play their humble 
role in serving the nation. 

ATC consists of eight field 
offices that carry out their job 



under supervision of the HQs. 
During June of the current year 
the ATC mine clearance teams 
achieved in: 

discovering and destroying : 

260 anti-tank mines 

1785 anti-personnel mines and 

28,155 items of unexploded 

ordnance (UXO) 

and clearing: 

575,088 sq m miriefi^^l th^ 
covered - 



75,812 sq m residential area, 
7,431 sq m irrigation canal, 
52,708 sq m agricultural land 
139,137 sq m grazing land 
plus 2,481,296 sq m battlefield. 

The abovesaid activities were 
carried out in the provinces of 
Logar, Paktya, Paktika, 
Nangarhar and Kabul. For^, 
further information on the 
subject detsatb^m-e given h^w: 



Logar 



a) Pul-e-Alam distrkl: 

The B AC teams of ATC 
coHc'cted and destroyed 
21.440 iicms of UXO in 
468.320 sc] m battle area 
of this district. 



# Paktya 



a) ^Gardeiz city: In 

Dara-i-Miila Qiidrat 
and Ebrahim Kheil of 
Gardeizcity 
85,968 sqm 
agricultural land was 
cleared of mines after 
1 1 1 AP mines and 



9 items of UXO were 
discovered and 

destroyed in that area. 

b) Sayed Karam 
district: During June 
17 1,976 sqm 
agricultural land and 

1 1 ,990 sq m residential 



area was cleared after 
discovering and 

destroying 

257 AT and 

773 AP mines and 

3 items of UXO already 

existing in that area. 

c) Jaji district: In Ali 
Continued on page 3 
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Afghan 



Mr. Keraxatullah Hblagh, Director, 
Technical Consultants (ATC) had the 
opportunity to attend the U.S. Technology and 
iiumcmiiarian Demining Conference that took 
place in Brussels, Belgium on June 19-20, 1997. 
The conierence, in which over eighty 
representatives participated : 

Ironi Humanitarian Demining Projects in the 
t .S. l\'|xu-tment of Defense, 

Irom commercial companies that produce 
demining equipment and 
•' from research centers world wide. 
This Conference was organized by Mr. jean Loup 
K. Combemale, Senior Program Director, King 
( ommunication Croup inc. 

^oriunatelN , just a few days before the start of 
the conference, Mr.Kefayatullah Eblagh was 
invited to participate and deliver a speech on 
behalf of the Afghan Tchnical Consultants. 
Aci-ording to the Agenda, on the first day of the 
conierence Mr. Kefayatullah Eblagh, Director 
\\'( made a sixty-minute statement on the 
problems that people of the war-ravaged 
Afghanistan are confronted with, particularly 
in lespect to mines. Mr. Kefayatullah Eblagh 
also spoke on ATC's humanitarian demining 
activities in Afghanistan. Meanwhile, 
interesting slides relating to mine activities 
and mine problems were displayed which 
received the participant's appreciation. 
Inteiesting proposals made by the ATC Dii-ector 
to the conference on further development of 
mine-detection equipment wei-e warmly 
welcomed . Several questions on the mine 
related subject were put to Mr. Eblagh which 
weie satisfactorily ix^plied to. 
Airangements were made by the organizers to 
enable industrial and research centers to 
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display their products and participants were 
given the opportunity to ask questions on the 
displayed equipment. 

The conference concluded in the morning of 20th 
June, with success. Participants were happy for 
the results achieved in such a short time. 
Following the conference, a workshop was 
organized in the afternoon of the same day 
which was on the request of the conference 
attendants. The purpose in organizing the 
workshop was to provide a better opportunity to 
express precise ideas on the newly developed 
mine detecting equipmenL In view of the long 
practical experience which Mr. Eblagh had in 
demining, the Chairman asked him to manage 
the discussions on the recently produced 
machines and equipment which had been 
displayed and answer any questions asked in 
respect to demining. 

Each representative from related manufacturing 
organizations explained characterizations of his 
products and gave detailed information on the 
latest developments in demining technology. At 
the behest of the organizer, one of the attendants 
requested Mr.Eblagh to make comments on the 
displayed machines and equipmenL The ATC 
director, while appreciating interest of the 
producers to the humanitarian demining 
pi^ogi-amme, said that the displayed machines 
actually operated with highly advanced 
techniques and computerized systems but what 
necessarily has to be kept in mind is that about 
90% deminers in Afghanistan are semi-literate 
and unable to read and write. They, therefore, 
would not be in the position to use such 
complicated systems. He suggested that 
companies and research centers try to produce 
simple but efficient mine detectors and put them 
at disposal of ATC and humanitarian demining 
organizations. As it was a very logical approach, 
this view was highly appreciated and supported. 
The workshop ended with this commenL 
In addition to his speech at the conference and 
comments in the workshop Mr.Eblagh had useful 
discussions with several participants attending 

continued on page 2 
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